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Sámi Parliament’s representatives in session. The Sámediggi’s President Egil Olli.

The Sámediggi in Norway

The Sámediggi is an elected assembly that represents the 
Sami in Norway. Thirty-nine members of parliament are 
elected from seven constituencies every fourth year. The 
purpose of the Sámediggi is to strengthen the Sami’s poli-
tical position and promote Sami interests in Norway, con-
tributing to equal and equitable treatment of the Sami peo-
ple and paving the way for Sami efforts to safeguard and 
develop their language, culture and society. The Sámediggi 
addresses all issues in all areas of society that involve the 
Sami in particular, in addition to issuing statements and 
being a consultative body for government authorities. The 
Sámediggi administrates part of the funding allocated for 
Sami-related purposes through the central government 
budget and, through the Sámediggi, the Sami in Norway 
have some measure of authority in matters relating to 
their culture, language, training, cultural heritage work and 
industry. 

Background
One seminal reason for establishing the Sámediggi was 
that the Sami, being in the minority, might not be heard in 
ordinary democratic bodies based on democratic majority 
rule. By the same token, as an indigenous people, the Sami 
are entitled to have a say in shaping their own future. As 
an indigenous people, the Sami position is different from 
that of other ethnic minorities in the Nordic countries. The 
Sami lived in their homelands long before modern nation 
states and frontiers were established. Accordingly, the Stor-
ting (the Norwegian parliament) has determined that the 
Sami language and culture must be considered aboriginal 
in Norway, and must therefore be accorded the same level 
of protection and development opportunities as Norwe-
gian language and culture.

History
In 1978, the Storting adopted a resolution to dam the Alta-
Kautokeino watercourse and build a power station. This 
led to widespread protests, actions and demonstrations 
by the Sami and environmental activists alike. The Sami’s 
struggle to defeat the power station plans and promote the 
rights of the Sami as an indigenous people drew a great 
deal of attention in Norway as well as abroad. The authori

ties appointed the Sami Rights Commission and the Sami 
Cultural Commission in an effort to accommodate Sami
demands. As early as in 1984, the Sami Rights Commission
presented its first partial recommendation entitled
 “On the legal status of the Sami”, paving the way for the 
Storting’s decision in 1987 to adopt the Sami Act and thus 
establish the Sámediggi. The first Sámediggi was opened 
on 9 October 1989 in Karasjok by H.M. King Olav V. Ole 
Henrik Magga from the Norwegian Saami Association was 
elected the first president of the Sámediggi.

Key legislation and conventions
As an indigenous people and a minority, the Sami are entit-
led to special status under international and national law. 
Norwegian law lays down an important foundation for the 
rights of the Sami as a nation. Article 110A of the Constitu-
tion of Norway establishes that. Furthermore, Norway has 
obligations in respect of the Sami under the Sami Act, the 
Finnmark Act, the Planning and Building Act, the Education 
Act, the Cultural Heritage Act and the Reindeer Husbandry 
Act, as well as through the ratification of international 
conventions such as ILO Convention No. 169 and the UN 
Convention on Civil and Political Rights.

Consultations
As an indigenous people, the Sami have the right to be 
consulted on issues that may have a direct bearing on 
them. This means that the Norwegian authorities are requi-
red by international law to consult the Sami on issues that 
have a bearing on the Sami community. 

The Norwegian Government and the Sámediggi have 
signed an agreement specifying how consultations are to 
take place. 
 
Consultation procedures apply to all types of issues, such 
as legislative or administrative measures that may directly 
affect Sami interests. Consultations are not to be conclu-
ded until the Sámediggi and the Norwegian State agree 
that it will be possible to reach agreement. As part of the 
agreement, a semi-annual consultation meeting is held 
between the cabinet minister in charge of Sami affairs and 

the president of the Sámediggi. 
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The Sámediggi council at the opening of the 6.th Sami Parliament.

Organisation of the Sámediggi

Plenary assembly 
The Sámediggi governs within the parameters defined 
by the Sami Act and the Sámediggi’s own rules of order. 
The plenary assembly is the Sámediggi’s supreme gover-
ning body and authority. The plenary assembly stipulates 
rules of order and formulates rules and guidelines for all 
business conducted under the auspices of the Sámediggi. 
Plenary sessions are usually held four times a year. The 
plenary leadership convenes and presides over plenary 
sessions. The plenary leadership consists of a plenary chair, 
a deputy chair, and three members elected on the basis of 
proportional representation. Jarle Jonassen from the Nor-
wegian Saami Association has been elected plenary chair 
for the period 2009-2013. 

The Sámediggi Executive Council
The Sámediggi operates on the parliamentary principle 
whereby the presiding and executive Sámediggi Execu-
tive Council governs based on the confidence placed in it 
by the majority of the plenary assembly. The president is 
elected by the plenary assembly, and appoints at least four 
members of parliament to the Sámediggi Executive Coun-
cil. The president and members of parliament appointed to 
the Sámediggi Executive Council subsequently withdraw 
from the plenary assembly, and their deputies assume their 
seats as members of parliament. 

The Sámediggi Executive Council serves as the Sámediggi’s 
cabinet and bears responsibility for day-to-day political 
activities. This includes initiating and presenting issues to 
the plenary assembly, adopting its own final decisions, and 
implementing resolutions in the Sámediggi.

Egil Olli of the Norwegian Labour Party has been elected 
president of the Sámediggi for the period from 2009 to 
2013. The Sámediggi Executive Council also includes Vice 
President Laila Susanne Vars from Árja, and council mem-
bers Marianne Balto and Vibeke Larsen of the Labour Party 
and Ellinor Marita Jåma of Åarjel-Saemiej Gïelh. 

The Development Board
The Development Board is responsible for the Sámediggi’s 
funding and subsidy schemes. In addition, the committee 
administrates a number of grant and subsidy schemes for 
cultural and economic development, training, the Sami 
language, cultural heritage work and health and social 
services. Committee members are elected from among 
the Sami members of parliament and their deputies. The 
Sámediggi Executive Council appoints the Sámediggi’s 
Development Board. Marie Therese Nordsletta Aslaksen 
of the Sami Residents in Southern Norway is chair of the 
Development Board from 2009 to 2013.  

Expert committees
Expert committees have been established to take advan-
tage of the collective knowledge of Sami policy existing 
among Sami members of parliament, and to facilitate 
greater involvement on the part of members of parliament 
in preparing issues to be heard by the Sámediggi’s plenary 
assembly. Based on proposals put forward by the Sámedig-
gi Executive Council, or possibly by the leadership of the 
meeting, the expert committees submit recommendations 
to the plenary assembly on matters referred by the leaders-
hip to the committees. Committee meetings are usually 
held four times a year prior to plenary sessions.
The three expert committees are:
• The Childhood, Care and Education Committee
• The Economic and Cultural Affairs Committee
• The Planning and Financial Affairs Committee

The Language Committee
The Sámediggi’s Language Committee is the Norwegian 
Sámediggi Executive Council’s advisory body on all ques-
tions of a linguistic nature. The Language Committee refers 
to the Sámediggi Executive Council language-related issues 
that they consider to be important for the community, 
enabling the Sámediggi to promote the development of 
the Sami language. 
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Sami parliamentary elections

The Sámediggi is elected every fourth year by and from 
among the Sami people. The elections are held concur-
rently with general parliamentary elections. Prior to the 
election in 2009, a new election scheme was introduced 
for the Sámediggi, entailing a reduction in the number of 
constituencies from 13 to 7, and the number of members 
of parliament was cut from 43 to 39.   

The Sámediggi’s electoral roll
A separate electoral roll has been established for Sami 

parliamentary elections. All Sami from Norway above the 

age of 18, or who will reach the age of 18 in the elec-

tion year, are entitled to register in the electoral roll and 

vote in Sami parliamentary elections. The same applies 

to Sami from Finland and Sweden who are registered 

residents of Norway during the year of election and Sami 

from Russia who have been registered residents of Nor-

way for three years.

  

To register in the electoral roll, an individual must file a 

declaration stating that:  

• he/she considers him-/herself a Sami, and

• the Sami language is his/her home language, or that at 

 least one of his/her parents, grandparents or great-

 grandparents have or have had Sami as their home 

 language, or

• he/she is the child of someone who is or has been 

 registered in the electoral roll.  

The electoral roll is linked to the Norwegian National Po-

pulation Register. The address registered in the election 

year is used for the Sami parliamentary election. Anyone 

registered in the electoral roll in connection with prece-

ding elections need not re-register. Registration invol-

ves completing a questionnaire that is available on the 

Sámediggi’s website. 

The Sámediggi budget
The Sámediggi has no revenues other than the funds fur-

nished by the Storting through the central government 

budget. In principle, the Sámediggi is free to allocate 

these funds in accordance with its policy priorities. Each 

year, the Sámediggi adopts its own budget and its own 

proposals for new initiatives and allocations for Sami pri-

orities for the following year’s government budget. The 

current Government determines the extent to which it 

will take into account the Sámediggi’s wishes when pre-

paring proposals for the government budget. Most of the 

Sámediggi’s budget is earmarked for initiatives related 

to language, culture, training, business and industry, the 

protection of the environment and cultural values, health 

and social services, gender equality, libraries, regional 

development and international affairs.

The Sámi Parliament’s representatives 2009 – 2013. Photo: Johan Mathis Gaup.
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The Sámediggi’s electoral roll 1989 – 2009
In the last election there were 13 890 persons registered in 

the Sámediggi’s electoral roll.

  The Sámediggi’s constituencies 
 Constituency 1 Eastern Sápmi 

 Constituency 2 Ávjovárri 

 Constituency 3 Northern Sápmi

 Constituency 4  Gáisi 

 Constituency 5  Vesthavet  

 Constituency 6  Southern Sami

 Constituency 7  Southern Norway 

The Sámediggi’s budget
The Sámi Parliament’s budget comprises less than half of 

the funds allocated for Sámi purposes over the national 

budget.
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The Sámediggi Building

The Sámediggi Building in Karasjok was officially 
opened by H.M. King Harald V on 2 November 2000. It was 
designed by architects Stein Halvorsen and Christian 
Sundby. Work on the building started in 1998, and in 1999 
Kirsti Kolle Grøndahl, President of the Norwegian 
Storting, laid the cornerstone. The building is designed in 
a two-storey semi-circular shape with a library, reception 
area, meeting rooms and some forty offices. At the end of 
the semi-circle, there is a lavvu-shaped amphitheatre for 
the plenary meetings of the Sami’s democratically elected 
assembly. The building houses two monumental works of 
art. One is Hilde Skancke Pedersen’s work “Luottat” which 
graces the plenary assembly room. The other is Kristin 
Ytreberg’s decoration consisting of Sami proverbs and 
sayings along the walls of the display corridor. The building 
also houses a number of other works of art. The Sámediggi 
was awarded the National Architecture Award in 2001, 
the Northern Norwegian Architecture Prize in 2002, and 
FIABCI Norway’s Property Award in the category “public 
buildings” in 2003.

Administration
Generally speaking, the Sámediggi’s administration has 
three different roles in respect of the members of parlia-
ment and the public at large:
• Preparation of administrative matters for consideration
 by the Sámediggi’s various political decision-making 
 bodies.
• Parliamentary administration for the Sámediggi.
• Political secretariat for the Sámediggi Executive Council.  

The Sámediggi encompasses the parliament itself, the 
political leadership and the administration. The administra-
tion is divided into four departments and a plenary staff, 
and comprises more than 100 employees. The departments 
have administrative duties and provide services for the 
political authorities and the public, while the plenary staff 
is responsible for committee meetings and plenary 
sessions, as well as for making arrangements for the Sami 
members of parliament. The Sámediggi has offices in 
Karasjok, Kautokeino, Nesseby, Kåfjord, Evenes, Tysfjord 
and Snåsa. Each department serves as a specialised political 
secretariat for the Sámediggi Executive Council. The 
departments have advisors and executive officers to 
provide assistance with issues that the Sámediggi 
Executive Council wishes to discuss, study, or follow up
in other ways. 

The Sámi Parliament´s plenary hall. The Sámediggi building in Karasjok.
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Sami cooperation  

The Sami Parliamentary Council
The Sami Parliamentary Council is a cooperative body for
the Sami parliaments of Finland, Norway and Sweden. The 
Samis from Russia  are permanent participants in the coo-
peration. The Council’s task is to deal with issues
affecting the Sami across national frontiers. The goal of
this cooperation is to coordinate the Sami voice at the
international level, particularly as regards international
indigenous policy. The Sami Parliamentary Council is the
steward of fundamental points of view and interests that
are promoted and defended on the international arena.
This is achieved by participating in Nordic delegations
and through cooperation with other indigenous nations.
Nordic Sami policy is also framed by this body through
the formulation of agreements and conventions that bind
individual states. 

The Sami Parliamentary Council actively contributes to the
development of international indigenous law. History has
shown that this work has enabled the Sami parliaments to
gain binding agreements with the Nordic authorities in
respect of Sami requirements and needs. The Sami
Parliamentary Council was established on 2 March 2000.
The secretariat works out of the Sámediggi holding the
presidency. Its work is funded by the Sami parliaments. The
Sami Parliamentary Council concentrates on issues
involving the Sami language, education, research and
economic development. Other areas requiring coordina-
tion include work related to Sami art and culture, Barents
Sea cooperation, the Arctic Council, Interreg, and
indigenous issues at the UN.

The Sami Parliamentary Conference
Every third year, the Sami Parliamentary Council organises 
the Sami Parliamentary Conference for members of the 
Sami parliaments in Norway, Sweden and Finland. The first 
conference in 2005 adopted the Jokkmokk Declaration 
which asserts the Sami’s right to self-determination. This 
entails, among other things, that the Sami are entitled to 
represent their own rights and interests on a national, 
regional and international level. 

The Sámediggi in Sweden
The Sámediggi in Sweden was established in 1993. For 
further information, see www.samediggi.se.  
 
The Sámediggi in Finland
In Finland, the Sami Delegation was established in 1973. 
After the establishment of the Sami parliaments in 
Norway and Sweden, the Delegation was converted into 
the Sámediggi in 1996. For further information, see 
www.samediggi.fi 

The Sami Language Council
The Sami Language Council was established in 1971 to 
protect and develop the Sami language and serve as an 
administrative and expert body. One important common 
goal is to obtain the same status for the Sami language in 
Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia. The Language Council 
consists of 12 members appointed by the Sami parlia-
ments and the Sami Association in Russia. The secretariat 
is located under the same roof as the Sámediggi’s office in 
Kautokeino. 

Sámi Parliament’s representatives in session.  
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More information  

For further information on the Sámediggi, see: www.samediggi.no eller www.sametinget.no

www.facebook.com/samediggi

www.twitter.com/samediggi

www.twitter.com/sametinget 

Sámediggi/The Sámediggi of Norway 

N-9730 Kárášjohka/Karasjok 

Telephone (+47) 784 74 000 

Telefax (+47) 784 74 090 

samediggi@samediggi.no
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The Sámediggi library. The Sámi Parliament´s plenary hall. Photos: Jaro Hollan.


